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PA VOAD UPDATE 

 
 

 

PA VOAD Virtual 

Annual Meeting 
The PA VOAD Virtual Annual Meeting was held on 

September 15.   Elected to the Board of Directors 

as At-Large members were: 

  Denise Shelton UMCOR (incumbent) 

  Charlie Mansfield  TEAM RUBICON (Incumbent) 

  Amanda McNaughton PA 211/United Way 

The three regional board members were also 

announced: 

Jerry Lynn – West 

George Schwartz – Central 

Gary Barraco - East   

Also approved was the 2027 budget. 

PA VOAD Annual Banquet 

At the KEMA Conference 

Sunday, September 27, 2026 – 5 PM 
 

    You are invited to attend this event, whether you 

are attending the KEMA Conference or not.  You 

should have registered already by emailing Greg 

Crossley with the names of those attending.  

(Many thanks to PEMA for sponsoring the meal). 

    The keynote speaker will be Mitch Stripling, 

director of the NYC Preparedness and Recovery 

Institute (PRI) and the author of the book, The 

Epistemology of Disasters and Social Change, and 

its accompanying podcast, Tough Shift. He has a 

long history of leadership roles in emergency 

management, disaster response and planning, 
coordination, and response to public health 
crises.     
   The Shirley Norman Award will be presented. 

Do you have an update, event, or 
announcement to share with the rest of PA 
VOAD? Send it with pictures, to 
pavoad4@gmail.com. 

 

Groundwork: The VOAD Movement Podcast 

Want to get the word out about the work your organization is doing? Then 
sign-up to join in conversation on the first episodes of National VOAD's 
new podcast, Groundwork. Sign up to be a podcast guest. 

 

 

https://www.pavoad.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/PAVOAD-2027-Yearly-Budget.pdf
https://connect.xfinity.com/appsuite/
https://connect.xfinity.com/appsuite/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61563224289377
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61563224289377
http://www.pavoad.org/
http://www.pavoad.org/
http://www.pavoad.org/
http://www.pavoad.org/
mailto:pavoad3@gmail.com
mailto:pavoad3@gmail.com
mailto:pavoad4@gmail.com
https://ugr9xyhbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014JXr9UGPL6toyXJVr76xB0ZjnYtxRZF4WBRePDSAM5xTsgUCsTAwHeGrj4khYv9OU1bYbNZk2DdvM8qE7uKfKl887CPG02JnAluF_EykIjPPhbj4rUxEm3uSHrYoKEbJLJocxmtY3q6RM2-WWqPKxGSSy1PPHxKA_X3n5Y_3NzlyH6jBtGr5467Wu9uaSSfm1-3MpwgshH4vSttEIc-Fq63r__dF6iWxBMhQGLtc_LTxRE2n0-_OpDGpDTMflIL-Y-yjc8rXTuCKU8g55Yegmuibkygt3qEmnT1dLEDBaO5aAVtphntZRQ==&c=e-qaVycFJ0WGcTeE-haGQTS2UxrSQGVlsE-5Aaz_JODT_u3GlLQ3tQ==&ch=IAXop43rs1-J58Cv6g6RI2auHW5DKwZbynaRmAvHQTH5I1_CqTHW2A==
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FEMA plans to conduct a nationwide test of the Emergency Alert System at approximately 2:20 p.m. 
ET, Tuesday, Nov. 17. Through this test, FEMA will assess how participating broadcasters and other 
communications providers receive and relay a national test message to the public. No action is required 
by the public. On Nov. 17, radio and television broadcasters, cable systems, satellite radio and television 
providers, and wireline video providers nationwide will interrupt normal programming to relay a test 
message. The message will state, “This is a nationwide test of the Emergency Alert System, issued by the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency, covering the United States from 2:20 to 2:50 hours ET. This is 
only a test. No action is required by the public.” The test message may be delivered as audio, on-
screen text or both, depending on the provider. Additional details will be posted on 
the FEMA.gov Events Page  
 
FEMA has released a report detailing the risk of hurricane wind across the United States. This report is 
an important resource to help communities better understand, mitigate and prepare for the effects of 
these devastating storms.  The P-2429 Hazus Estimated Average Annual Hurricane Wind Losses for the 
United States and Caribbean Territories is FEMA’s first national assessment of hurricane wind risk. The 
report quantifies and compares hurricane wind risk across Atlantic and Gulf coasts of the United States, 
the Caribbean territories and Hawaiʻi. It estimates more than $29 billion in average annual losses to 
buildings due to hurricane winds. 
  
The FEMA Corps program has resumed and is accepting applications for its next class of future 

emergency managers. About 80 members and 10 team leaders will be selected to serve from February 

2027 to November 2027.  Apply to be a FEMA Corps Team Leader:  Application Deadline: September 30. 

Apply to be a FEMA Corps Member:  Ages 18 to 24.  Application Deadline: October 19. 
 
 

 What is your organization doing to promote 

preparedness this month.  Tell us your story so 

we can share it with everyone.  Feel free to 

share your ideas and actions with us at 

pavoad4@gmail.com.  

The Pennsylvania Department of Human Services (PA 

DHS) is helping Pennsylvanians get ready for major 

federal changes to Medicaid beginning January 

2027. Learn more.. 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.fema.gov%2Fabout%2Fnews-multimedia%2Fevents/1/010101a0ca74720c-99d8988e-188f-4bbe-9260-e104d68530a8-000000/l7NgIFpICV2F8gH6WAvXvRidHVZy31d_PhWNuwzBgBo=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.fema.gov%2Fflood-maps%2Fproducts-tools%2Fhazus/1/010101a0ca74720c-99d8988e-188f-4bbe-9260-e104d68530a8-000000/W_wfZeT9m9ncPdeS20OK-Ry6CAPAlB2H75pH7qzJTv4=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.fema.gov%2Fflood-maps%2Fproducts-tools%2Fhazus/1/010101a0ca74720c-99d8988e-188f-4bbe-9260-e104d68530a8-000000/W_wfZeT9m9ncPdeS20OK-Ry6CAPAlB2H75pH7qzJTv4=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fmy.americorps.gov%2Fmp%2Flisting%2FviewListing.do%3FfromSearch=true%26id=129842/2/010101a0ca74720c-99d8988e-188f-4bbe-9260-e104d68530a8-000000/HhCwYs2RIEGkFPSPjd2sbskaboRtlRhAuVGl2LurT0w=452
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fmy.americorps.gov%2Fmp%2Flisting%2FviewListing.do%3FfromSearch=true%26id=129840/2/010101a0ca74720c-99d8988e-188f-4bbe-9260-e104d68530a8-000000/nhTu1PLvwp6vf0yURfBK0NJscFX2--DiKPyGV17oies=452
mailto:pavoad4@gmail.com
https://substack.com/redirect/b096433a-8f53-4baf-9f8c-d1e70f9ec059?j=eyJ1Ijoia2o5ejgifQ.rShOqpMu8FppgwQoVxfSFUbUwJ8tFimfSFctRPYrUi0
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WEBINARS AND TRAININGS 

 

Shown here are new opportunities.  The listing on the web page will be available again in October. 

       The Emotional and Spiritual Care Committee of National VOAD invites you to join a one-hour 

orientation of Committee resources for developing and delivering appropriate and respectful Disaster 

Emotional and Spiritual Care to your communities when disasters hit.  This orientation is designed to 

increase awareness of informative resource materials guiding emotional and spiritual care through all 

phases of disaster.  Save the date:  October 6, 2026, at 4 pm ET.  More information and registration 

invitation to follow next week. 

 
       Lehigh County Emergency Management Agency is excited to announce that we have 
partnered with Behavioral Science Applications and Steven M. Crimando to present the following 
webinar trainings: 
Extreme Heat & High-Risk Human Behavior:   October 7, 2026  - Time - 1:00 pm – 2:00 pm 
               Register at: https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Hn0U4KGlR4mEICSHXt_68A 
 Preparing for and Responding to Political Violence in the Community 
               October 27, 2026  -   Time – 10:00 am – 11:00 am 
                Register at: https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_0b9idHk5Qzy2lTXU86PH7g 
 Trauma-Informed Disaster & Emergency Response - November 16, 2026  - Time – 1 pm – 2 pm 
                Register at: https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_1ya0YIQsSnWbIWc65TMDkw 
Please note, these program will be recorded and posted on the Lehigh County Emergency 
Management website so that you and others who are not able to attend the live training may view 
the recording at a later date. 

       The US Department of Energy will host the webinar, “Winter Energy Outlook” on 
Tuesday, October 13, 2026, from 3:00-5:00 PM ET.  This annual event is designed to help prepare for 
the potential impacts of extreme winter weather events.  Register. 

 

To stay up-to-date with all things PA VOAD, check out our Facebook page and our updated 
web page here.   PAVOAD has created a searchable data base of our member organizations 
and the primary representatives.  If you are an agency representative, you should have access 
to it using your email and password to the “members only” section of www.pavoad.org.  All 
others should send an email to pavoad3@gmail.com, requesting access. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Hn0U4KGlR4mEICSHXt_68A
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_0b9idHk5Qzy2lTXU86PH7g
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_1ya0YIQsSnWbIWc65TMDkw
https://ugr9xyhbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cBF0OQooYLzwf3tFR3QYLLM8NQywWGvpOT5X7gslwcpc8Z6b23o94Zb8WZxfNWrwmvgp4-6EAoWZOKn8KAWdxrzgEhCsCSJtXYV9t-ZMMWiy4CYYuEXAyG1LIG3YK3MWHcmV-KjEaBFZRlARdps1XiC8bbLrAGL6XBas6zqfrz4kAPF8BdHpii0BAmoFrG9qlAfwGldPcqYul35KKc81rP8ryFMA7M4loDoKBEra4wU=&c=sP-jMdfX5vzTx0D4Cwu6ckVRWnlswF7O1oFJT4BfPhpoOadAR0C6xA==&ch=q2F2dHDyz_meg-s3_A57cFHDbrub2icTCK9j6JUH4_wa8H19bOLWAA==
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61563224289377
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61563224289377
http://www.pavoad.org/
http://www.pavoad.org/
http://www.pavoad.org/
http://www.pavoad.org/
mailto:pavoad3@gmail.com
mailto:pavoad3@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61563224289377
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CONFERENCES AND CONVENTIONS 
You can now find the details of these Conferences at the PAVOAD website - link. 

MID ATLANTIC REGIONAL VOAD CONFERENCE 

 
 

  The Monroe County will hold their 4th Annual Public Safety Day on Saturday, September 26, 
2026, at the Monroe County Public Safety Center, 100 Gypsum Road, Stroudsburg, PA 18360, 
beginning at 11 AM ET.  To register, please complete the online registration form here.   If you have any 
questions, please contact Samantha Elliott at:  Email: selliott@monroecountypa.gov. 
 

   Even registration has closed for the 9th Annual Pennsylvania Emergency Preparedness and 
Homeland Security Conference you can still attend.  The conference will be held at the Blair County 
Convention Center, September 27 – 29, 2026. This year’s theme, “Strengthening Connections, 
Addressing the Threats of Tomorrow,” highlights the core mission of the event: building vital 
professional networks and expanding operational capabilities to tackle emerging challenges together.  
You can register at the door. For full venue details, lodging links, and continuous event updates, visit the 
official conference website. 
 

https://www.pavoad.org/conferences-and-conventions/
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/g/Urb3zWZQLm
mailto:selliott@monroecountypa.gov
https://track.senderbulk.com/9156937/c?p=Ycd7kAyBnT8IvIxlyCj3d6Lwy5oZ0Ehy3BXRfUlMTJkUPEJUACMgh-3Cq_6FKf4VBG3x4Fh_kLtoY9jS8u4XiN_Jhf6pt7lDem31EKSaZU2op3mhtBeRJECf3kQs7bF_y9aZb9lygCgM-02Moh-UVnkW3DQo4paSU0AhQc9wcCfrGXuuieuXZG1svP6nFP6DRar35FpoFlLutlOTuUF2mrhHM15FzGM9LwqK15YnN5lwdHKDgaUvZFGk-s_DZxpND7s8Ld8E3cFB2zY2TXAfn-p_xWuU2tEQYjH5IsmLtGHvlRsfv_MKYmZvNjEoE6motWnlZWPC4-hnDBlv0DxA_4HIsonF9nAhQXfK-3spLHkpKoHhL-cCipwZTRqS2-UFhMFSyO84SSIeymFgdgnm6OLW00RAI_lu2L-eqdJXVh8naB1_rwsKQ3omBlgdsJ_52othB1xIrSGuRy4dQh0dTy-p0cuEJl0j9WdGhGW9xgy9FbhB2kFWbH7DQhyy3qwSOcU2tfODGj0RYWBLIereP_CMkSQ3aLFAEhvi8jHRaCzo89728a-h5-giw-ky44xbCzpUsEjsDN4O-QhCfDOyXjhcpUkYJ2xfkPmyR3PytuzjElPtjcC99tMz1xoH_0IZ8nxs91Sa512M7reHz-wKKnhwJ3wv9ovHcQuQTbE04A9MWDW2britaRiifD0z1H6Q
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  The 9th annual Cumberland County LEPC Summit will be held on October 22, 2026, at the Carlisle 

Evangelical Free Church, 290 Petersburg Road, Carlisle, PA.  Registration and continental breakfast will 

begin at 7:45 AM and the event will conclude by 3 PM ET.  This year’s theme is “Planning Today, 

Protecting Tomorrow” and will feature several worthwhile presentations and training sessions by 

dynamic speakers. Learn more and register. 

  2026 Community Action Association of Pennsylvania (CAAP) Conference takes place October 28–

29, 2026, with a pre-conference on October 26–27, 2026, at the Eden Resort & Suites in Lancaster, 

Pennsylvania. Registration and details are available here.  

  The 5th Annual Lehigh Valley Emergency Services Conference will be held April 5th & 6th 2027, at 

DeSales University, 2755 Station Ave, Center Valley PA. Learn more at this website: 

www.lvemaconference.com. 

  The 2027 National VOAD Conference will be held May 3–6, 2027 at the Hilton Daytona Beach 

Oceanfront Resort in Daytona Beach, Florida.  

 

 

 Cybersecurity Awareness Month 2026: Securing the Next 250   
 

CISA recently announced that the 2026 Cybersecurity Awareness Month web 
page and toolkit are now live. As we mark the nation’s 250th anniversary, CISA invites 
everyone to join in “Securing the Next 250.” This theme highlights the need to take action now 
on cybersecurity, as cyber threats get faster and smarter—often driven by artificial 
intelligence-enabled attempts to find and take advantage of vulnerabilities.  
 

The toolkit includes a range of resources, such as graphics, posters, and sample 
announcements that stakeholders can use to help promote their own cybersecurity awareness 
month campaigns. Additionally, CISA will be adding updated presentations that organizations 
can use internally to start a discussion on cybersecurity or externally to educate others.  
 

This year, CISA has added a new audience page for critical infrastructure, in addition to the 
state, local, tribal, and territorial page and the small and medium business page created in 
2025. Additionally, CISA continues its efforts to help all organizations mature their 
cybersecurity beyond the four core steps, adding two new steps that map to the cybersecurity 
performance goals: Have an Incident Response Plan—and use it!, and Be Prepared for 
System Disruptions.   

 

https://www.cumberlandpa-lepc.com/summit
https://www.thecaap.org/
https://us.list-manage.com/QA5VRXAsfQZ?e=961c9b04b2&c2id=9ebe9509f388b84867fc74cdfa67d141
https://ugr9xyhbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cBF0OQooYLzwf3tFR3QYLLM8NQywWGvpOT5X7gslwcpc8Z6b23o94Zb8WZxfNWrwqjXSoHT5hv4LE9yy6nVnPx0449oJTUyGmso-13od5-vvMZVpkXYYLXcciFqoA8GFQ451H5IJklMrL0a5rIPtT0bgoDUMG6MNICQDY4i26ofC5kZtDxCVtjfn49b4R6POZfNM01oh_UELy8C-0pAGWxiZN3vSCwZIePPFcdpctSg=&c=sP-jMdfX5vzTx0D4Cwu6ckVRWnlswF7O1oFJT4BfPhpoOadAR0C6xA==&ch=q2F2dHDyz_meg-s3_A57cFHDbrub2icTCK9j6JUH4_wa8H19bOLWAA==
https://ugr9xyhbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cBF0OQooYLzwf3tFR3QYLLM8NQywWGvpOT5X7gslwcpc8Z6b23o94Zb8WZxfNWrwqjXSoHT5hv4LE9yy6nVnPx0449oJTUyGmso-13od5-vvMZVpkXYYLXcciFqoA8GFQ451H5IJklMrL0a5rIPtT0bgoDUMG6MNICQDY4i26ofC5kZtDxCVtjfn49b4R6POZfNM01oh_UELy8C-0pAGWxiZN3vSCwZIePPFcdpctSg=&c=sP-jMdfX5vzTx0D4Cwu6ckVRWnlswF7O1oFJT4BfPhpoOadAR0C6xA==&ch=q2F2dHDyz_meg-s3_A57cFHDbrub2icTCK9j6JUH4_wa8H19bOLWAA==
https://ugr9xyhbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cBF0OQooYLzwf3tFR3QYLLM8NQywWGvpOT5X7gslwcpc8Z6b23o94Zb8WZxfNWrwkEkoe-vwwHKhPTtb1m09zmVvfakJQiVyl33XS-nFxUwqa3S0q4t4OW8NIby-OqHcby_51zTqvSLwA3A1PQhXKFHwzimb1k07UYELtYB2RLUM4Vz5lIspWTfkL5pq_mllXxi5FwpjDZ84wmFUCH8xu5zXBsao1JU6jrdGeK5Wqes=&c=sP-jMdfX5vzTx0D4Cwu6ckVRWnlswF7O1oFJT4BfPhpoOadAR0C6xA==&ch=q2F2dHDyz_meg-s3_A57cFHDbrub2icTCK9j6JUH4_wa8H19bOLWAA==

