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PA VOAD Virtual

Annual Meeting
The PA VOAD Virtual Annual Meeting was held on
September 15. Elected to the Board of Directors
as At-Large members were:
Denise Shelton UMCOR (incumbent)
Charlie Mansfield TEAM RUBICON (Incumbent)
Amanda McNaughton PA 211/United Way
The three regional board members were also
announced:
Jerry Lynn — West
George Schwartz — Central
Gary Barraco - East
Also approved was the 2027 budget.

Do you have an update, event, or
announcement to share with the rest of PA
VOAD? Send it with pictures, to
pavoad4@gmail.com.

PA VOAD Annual Banquet
At the KEMA Conference
Sunday, September 27, 2026 - 5 PM

You are invited to attend this event, whether you
are attending the KEMA Conference or not. You
should have registered already by emailing Greg
Crossley with the names of those attending.

(Many thanks to PEMA for sponsoring the meal).

The keynote speaker will be Mitch Stripling,

director of the NYC Preparedness and Recovery
Institute (PRI) and the author of the book, The
Epistemology of Disasters and Social Change, and
its accompanying podcast, Tough Shift. He has a
long history of leadership roles in emergency
management, disaster response and planning,
coordination, and response to public health
crises.

The Shirley Norman Award will be presented.

Groundwork: The VOAD Movement Podcast

Want to get the word out about the work your organization is doing? Then
sign-up to join in conversation on the first episodes of National VOAD's
new podcast, Groundwork. Sign up to be a podcast guest.
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What is your organization doing to promote
preparedness this month. Tell us your story so
we can share it with everyone. Feel free to

PREPAREDNESS
MONTH

share your ideas and actions with us at
pavoad4@gmail.com.
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The Pennsylvania Department of Human Services (PA
DHS) is helping Pennsylvanians get ready for major
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One step today can help you be
more prepared tomorrow. 2027. Learn more..

federal changes to Medicaid beginning January
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FEMA plans to conduct a nationwide test of the Emergency Alert System at approximately 2:20 p.m.

ET, Tuesday, Nov. 17. Through this test, FEMA will assess how participating broadcasters and other
communications providers receive and relay a national test message to the public. No action is required
by the public. On Nov. 17, radio and television broadcasters, cable systems, satellite radio and television
providers, and wireline video providers nationwide will interrupt normal programming to relay a test
message. The message will state, “This is a nationwide test of the Emergency Alert System, issued by the
Federal Emergency Management Agency, covering the United States from 2:20 to 2:50 hours ET. This is
only a test. No action is required by the public.” The test message may be delivered as audio, on-

screen text or both, depending on the provider. Additional details will be posted on

the FEMA.gov Events Page

FEMA has released a report detailing the risk of hurricane wind across the United States. This report is
an important resource to help communities better understand, mitigate and prepare for the effects of
these devastating storms. The P-2429 Hazus Estimated Average Annual Hurricane Wind Losses for the
United States and Caribbean Territories is FEMA’s first national assessment of hurricane wind risk. The
report quantifies and compares hurricane wind risk across Atlantic and Gulf coasts of the United States,
the Caribbean territories and Hawai'‘i. It estimates more than $29 billion in average annual losses to
buildings due to hurricane winds.

The FEMA Corps program has resumed and is accepting applications for its next class of future
emergency managers. About 80 members and 10 team leaders will be selected to serve from February
2027 to November 2027. Apply to be a FEMA Corps Team Leader: Application Deadline: September 30.
Apply to be a FEMA Corps Member: Ages 18 to 24. Application Deadline: October 19.
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WEBINARS AND TRAININGS
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Shown here are new opportunities. The listing on the web page will be available again in October.

@® @ @ The Emotional and Spiritual Care Committee of National VOAD invites you to join a one-hour
orientation of Committee resources for developing and delivering appropriate and respectful Disaster
Emotional and Spiritual Care to your communities when disasters hit. This orientation is designed to
increase awareness of informative resource materials guiding emotional and spiritual care through all
phases of disaster. Save the date: October 6, 2026, at 4 pm ET. More information and registration
invitation to follow next week.

@® @ I Lehigh County Emergency Management Agency is excited to announce that we have
partnered with Behavioral Science Applications and Steven M. Crimando to present the following
webinar trainings:
Extreme Heat & High-Risk Human Behavior: October 7, 2026 - Time - 1:00 pm-2:00 pm
Register at: https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_HnOU4KGIR4AmEICSHXt_68A
Preparing for and Responding to Political Violence in the Community
October 27,2026 - Time-10:00am-11:00 am
Register at: https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_0b9idHk5Qzy2ITXU86PH7g
Trauma-Informed Disaster & Emergency Response - November 16, 2026 -Time—-1pm-2pm
Register at: https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_1ya0YIQsSnWbIWc65TMDkw
Please note, these program will be recorded and posted on the Lehigh County Emergency
Management website so that you and others who are not able to attend the live training may view

the recording at a later date.

@® @ [ The US Department of Energy will host the webinar, “Winter Energy Outlook” on
Tuesday, October 13, 2026, from 3:00-5:00 PM ET. This annual event is designed to help prepare for
the potential impacts of extreme winter weather events. Register.

To stay up-to-date with all things PA VOAD, check out our nFacebook page and our updated
web page here. PAVOAD has created a searchable data base of our member organizations
and the primary representatives. If you are an agency representative, you should have access

to it using your email and password to the “members only” section of www.pavoad.org. All
others should send an email to pavoad3@gmail.com, requesting access.
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CONFERENCES AND CONVENTIONS

You can now find the details of these Conferences at the PAVOAD website - link.

MID ATLANTIC REGIONAL VOAD CONFERENCE

THE

DATE

April 4 - 6, 2027

The Mid-Atlantic Voluntary Organizations
Active in Disaster (DC VOAD, DE VOAD, MD
VOAD, PA VOAD, and WV VOAD) are excited
to announce our 4th annual regional
conference!

@ @ The Monroe County will hold their 4th Annual Public Safety Day on Saturday, September 26,
2026, at the Monroe County Public Safety Center, 100 Gypsum Road, Stroudsburg, PA 18360,
beginning at 11 AM ET. To register, please complete the online registration form here. If you have any
guestions, please contact Samantha Elliott at: Email: selliott@monroecountypa.gov.

@ & Etven registration has closed for the 9th Annual Pennsylvania Emergency Preparedness and
Homeland Security Conference you can still attend. The conference will be held at the Blair County
Convention Center, September 27 — 29, 2026. This year’s theme, “Strengthening Connections,
Addressing the Threats of Tomorrow,” highlights the core mission of the event: building vital
professional networks and expanding operational capabilities to tackle emerging challenges together.
You can register at the door. For full venue details, lodging links, and continuous event updates, visit the

official conference website.
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@ @ The 9" annual Cumberland County LEPC Summit will be held on October 22, 2026, at the Carlisle
Evangelical Free Church, 290 Petersburg Road, Carlisle, PA. Registration and continental breakfast will
begin at 7:45 AM and the event will conclude by 3 PM ET. This year’s theme is “Planning Today,
Protecting Tomorrow” and will feature several worthwhile presentations and training sessions by
dynamic speakers. Learn more and register.

@ € 2026 Community Action Association of Pennsylvania (CAAP) Conference takes place October 28—
29, 2026, with a pre-conference on October 26-27, 2026, at the Eden Resort & Suites in Lancaster,
Pennsylvania. Registration and details are available here.

@ @ The 5" Annual Lehigh Valley Emergency Services Conference will be held April 5th & 6th 2027, at
DeSales University, 2755 Station Ave, Center Valley PA. Learn more at this website:
www.lvemaconference.com.

@ © The 2027 National VOAD Conference will be held May 3-6, 2027 at the Hilton Daytona Beach
Oceanfront Resort in Daytona Beach, Florida.

Cybersecurity Awareness Month 2026: Securing the Next 250

CISA recently announced that the 2026 Cybersecurity Awareness Month web

page and toolkit are now live. As we mark the nation’s 250th anniversary, CISA invites
everyone to join in “Securing the Next 250.” This theme highlights the need to take action now
on cybersecurity, as cyber threats get faster and smarter—often driven by artificial
intelligence-enabled attempts to find and take advantage of vulnerabilities.

The toolkit includes a range of resources, such as graphics, posters, and sample
announcements that stakeholders can use to help promote their own cybersecurity awareness
month campaigns. Additionally, CISA will be adding updated presentations that organizations
can use internally to start a discussion on cybersecurity or externally to educate others.

This year, CISA has added a new audience page for critical infrastructure, in addition to the
state, local, tribal, and territorial page and the small and medium business page created in
2025. Additionally, CISA continues its efforts to help all organizations mature their
cybersecurity beyond the four core steps, adding two new steps that map to the cybersecurity
performance goals: Have an Incident Response Plan—and use it!, and Be Prepared for
System Disruptions.
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